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“You shouldn't place the least depend-
ence in the words of a man's best friend |
under such conditions, for he covers his
chagrin at losing a comrade by a display
of pessimism which he doesn't really
feel.”

Miss Ginini's glance filled him with a
most disturhing self-consciousness, and
he was relieved when the lovers were
once more occupied with each other. Tt
was some time later that the countess
addressed her aunt, excitedly:

“Listen' What do you think of this,
zia mia? The authorities will not admit |
poor Paolo to bail, and he is still in
prison.”

“Poor fellow'"’
*“It is T.a Matia."

“Perhaps it is better for him to remain
whare he is.'* Martel said. "He is at least
safe for the time being.”

“Safe from what?" queried Blake.

“Safe from the friends of the man he
shot.”

“sSafe also from Galli's wife,”” the coun-
tess added. “She will doubtless kill him
as soon as he leaves the prison. She will
demand blood to wash her blood.™

“You sympathize with her?”
Martel.

“Deeply! 1 am not sorry her husband
was killed, but a wife has rights.”

“You evidently believe in the
detta?' Norvin laughed.

“Who does not? The law is full of
tric§s. There is a saying which runs,
“The gallows for the poor, justice for the
fool!" ™’

“You are a Matfiosa!" cried the scan-
dalizcd aunt.

cried the Donna Teresa.

asked

ven-

“It is one of Aliandro's =ayvings. He
has lived a life. He often tells me
stories.”

**Aliandro is a terrible liar,”” Martel de-

clared I fear his adventures are much
like his rheumatism.™

“You do not exact a reckoning from
vour enemies in America?’ queried Mar-
gherita

“Oh, we do, but not with quite so much

entbusiasm as vou do. " We have some
outlaws, to be sure, like Your notorious
Belisario Cardj-—"

“Cardi is but a naene.” said the girl
“He doesx not exist.”

Intercepting a warning glance from

Martel, Blake said no more, and the talk
drifted to more agreeable subjects. The
guest was beginning to feel quite at ease,
when the count jumped up suddenly and
sald:
* *“] must zo to the village. The baker.
the confectioner, the butcher—all have
many things to prepare for the festa,
and I must order the fireworks from Mes-
sina. Norvin will remain here while Ri-
cagdo and | romplete the arrangements,

I Rell vou it will be a celebration to
awaken the countryside. For an hour.
then, addie!” He touched his lips to

Margherita's fmgers, and, bowing to her

aunt, ran down the steps.

“sSome gadily stings him," said the
Donna Teresa, fondly. *“He is like a
child.”

That was a wonderful afternoon for
Blake. Margherita Ginini teok him into
her confidence without the slightest re-
straint There was no period of getting

acquainted: it was as if they had known
each other for a lifetime He never
ceased marveling at her beauty, and his
ears grew ever more eager for her voice
Martel made no secret of his delight at
their instantaneous liking for each other,
and the dinner that evening was the gay-
est that had brightened Terranova for
Vears

Inasmuch as the ride to San Sebhastiano
was long. the young men were forced to
leave early, hut thev were =carcely out of
hearing before Martel drew his horse in
heside Norvin's, and, laying a hand upon
his friend s arm. inquired, breathlessly:

“*“Well? Come, brother of mine! You
know [ perish of eagerness. What have

vou to sav? The truth, between man and
man.

Blake answered him with an odd hesi-
tation

“You must know without asking.
There' = nothing to say—except that she—

she i= like a golden flame. She sets one
afire She is different — wonderful. 1 -
1T—

“Exactiyv'”

Savigno laughed with keen-
est contentment. ““There is no other.”

When HBlake retired that night it was
not to sleep at once, for he was troubled
by a growing fear of himself that would
not be lightly put aside.

CHAPTER IV.

The Feast at Terranova.

During the next few davs Norvin Blake
saw much of the Countess Margherita,
for every afternoon he and Martel rode
to Terranova. The preparations for the
wedding neared completion, and the con-

sciousness of a coming celebration had
penetrated the countryside. Among all
who looked forward to the big event,

perhaps the one who watched the hours
fiv with the greatest degree of suspense
was the American He had half faced
the truth that night after his first meet-
ing with the girl, and the succeeding
days enforced the conviction he would
have been glad to escape. He could no
longer doubt that he was in love with
his best friend's fiancee. Every decent
fnstinct commanded him to uproot this
infatuation; every impetuous impulsge
burst into sudden flame and consumed
his better sense, his judgment and his
iovaltw leaving him shaken and doubt-
ful. Although this was his first serious
soul-conflict he possessed more than av-
erage self-control, and he managed to
conceal his feelings so well that Martel,
who was the embodiment of loyaity and

he won't consent to any change of plan.
I'tn sure. also, that you are needlessly
troubled.”
“Perhaps.”" she acknowledged, doubt-
fullv. *“And vet Martel's father—"'
“Yes, ves. But conditions are not what
they were fifteen years ago. This is
merely a blackmailing scheme, and if he
ignores it he’ll probably never hear of it
again.”
She searched his face with her eves,
and his wits reeled at her earnest gaze.
He was conscious of a single wild desire
that such anxiety might be for him. How
gladly he would vield to her wishes—how
gladly he would yield to any wish of
hers!
“I hope you are right.,”” she said, at
last. *"*And wvet—it is said that no one
escapes the Mafia."”
“This isn't the Mafia.
of some brigand—"
“What is the difference? The one
merges. into the other. Blood has been
spille@; the forces are at work.”
Suddenly she seized him by the arm
and her eves blazed. “lLook vou,” she
said. “If Martel should be injured, if
those men should dare—all Sicily would
not hold them. No power could save
them, no hiding place could bhe so secret,
no lies so cunning that I would not know!
Yeou understand?”

(To be continued tomorrow.)

FEAST, THEN WRECK SAFE.

Experts Refresh Themselves Before
Blowing Open Strong Box.

NEW YORK. September 5. —Expert safe
blowers drove to the residence of Dr. Louis
Adlerman, No. 40 Rockaway avenue,
Brooklvn, in an automobile early yester-
day morning, and after refreshing them-
selves with the physician's brandy and
cigars wound up their party by blowing
open his safe and making away with
g0 in gold, the family silver plate, jew-
elry and other valuables, worth more than
£1.000. The family was not disturbed by
the intruders.

The physician's safe was found in the
kitchen. It had been dragged through
three rooms and opened with nitro-
glveerine. Sofa pillows, clothing and
bed clothes found scattered over the
kitchen floor evidently had been used by
the hurglars to muffle the sound of the
explosion. Electricity was used to set off
the explosive, a method used only by ex-
pergy safe blowers. Everything of value
was taken out of the safe,

WED AFTER TWENTY YEARS.

It is the work

Mining Engineér and Widow Marry
in Philadelphia.

PHILADEILPHIA, September 5. —After
waiting twentyv vears for her to consent
to wed him, Hercules A. De Rudio, a
mining engineer of Los Angeles, Cal.,
vesterday appeared at the office of
Magistrate Joseph S. Boyle, 59th street
and Lancaster avenue, with Mrs. Anna
L. Pharo, a pretty widow, and asked him

to marry them.

Mrs. Pharo, who lives at 04611 Lans-
downe avenue, West Philadelphia, has
bean a4 widow for fourteen vears. When

she was seventeen De Rudio. who is now
forty vears old, asked her to marry him.
When she declined he told her he would
remain unwed unless she consented. He
went west, and nearly twenty vears later

he heard that she was a widow and
started his second courtship, this time
with success.

De Rudio will leave today for Rio
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Janeiro, Brazil, where he will remain for
six months. Mrs. De Rudio will remain
here until her husband returns, when
they will leave for Los Angeles to make
their home there. The ceremony yester-
day was a quiet one, the bride being un-

attended.
HOTEL EMPLOYES WIN.

Two Big Boston Hostelries Advance
Wages 15 Per Cent,

BOSTON, September 5.—The campaign
for the increase of wages and better
working conditions for hotel employes
in Boston has been advanced by the
agreement of two big hotels to grant a 15
per cent incredase in wages and other
concessions,

The campaign started a week ago when
a threatened strike at one of the leading
hotels resulted in an advance in wages,
which has been followed by other smaller
concerns.

RADFORD AT TRENTON RIVER.

American Explorer Finds Big Herd

of Wild Buffaloes.
WINNIPEG, Man., September 5.—
Harry Radford, the American explorer,
who left Edmonton, Alberta, three vears
ago for the north country, reached Tren-
ton river last winter and has been hunt-
ing there this summer, according to word

Just received by the Hudson Bay Company.
News of his arrival at the bay across
the barren lands was the first that has
been heard from Radford in more than
a year.

Radford says there are more than 350
wild buffaloes in the Slave lake district
in the Hudson bay country. He says they

are well protected and there is every
reson to believe they will multiply
rapidly.

The Indians, he says, guard the animals
and will not allow them to be shot.

RESIST TAX COLLECTION.

Kentucky Railroads to Fight In-

creased Franchise Assessments.

FRANKFORT, Ky., September 5.—At a
conference of railroad officials here yes-
terday it was determined, on the part of
some of the companies, to resist the col-
lection of taxes on the increased fran-
chise assessments fixed by the state
board of wvaluation and assissment on
August 31, according to a report here
today. The method of resistance decided
upon was not intimated.

The Iincreased assessments on fran-
chises of railroads, express companies
and traction companies in the state

amount to $100,000,000, and would net the
state $500,000 additional revenue. It is
estimated that if the roads resist the in-
crease, as now seems certain. '‘an extra
session of the legislature may be called

to provide for revenue and to consider a
stringent public utilities bill.

William Mailly Dead, Aged 41.
NEW YORK, September 5. —William
Mailly, who, in 1903 and 1904 was na-
tional secretary of the socialist party

and for several months past associate
editor of the Metropolitan Magazine,
is dead at his home here of diabetes,
aged forty-one years.

"ACCUSED OF EXTORTION.

Congress Candidate and Evangelist

Held on Woman’s Charge.
NEW YORK, September 5.—Perfey L.
Davis, an alderman and republican
primary candidate for Congress, and Eben
J. Owens, an evangelist, are under arrest
here today charged with extortion. Thuy

were trapped by the police late last night
in the alleged act of extorting a check
for $5,000 from Mrs. Eva B. Carroll for
the purchase of an affidavit in thelr pos-
session declared to reflect upon her name,

The arrest was made in Mrs. Carroll's
apartments, where detectives were hidden
while the alleged bartering of Davis and
Owens with Mrs. Carroll was going on.

It is alleged that Davis told Mrs. Car-
roll that as he was to be an active can-
didate for Congress he needed funds and
would turn the affidavit over to her for a
consideration. It is alleged that the affi-
davit was obtained by Owens from =2
former companion of Mrs. Carroll's.

Haves Mohler and John H. Alexander
have‘been awarded the contract to col-
lect and remove the garbage from
Frederick, Md.,, for one vyear from
September 1 for $3.200. - The garbage
is collected by carts and hauled about
a mile from the city and dumped into
a deep hole which has been made in
yvears past by a brickyard and by a

quarry. L

FOUND HIDDEN IN WOODS.

Young Man and ﬁ;ﬁn Held for

Slaying Latter's Husband.

EAST LIVERPOOL, Ohio, September 5.
—After having hidden for two days and
a night in the woods about ten miles
north of here, John Coburn, twenty-one,
and Mrs. Mary Burrows, thirty-five, were
arrested and brought to this place. They
are charged with the murder of Richard
Burrows, the woman’s husband.

Burrows, a wealthy. contractor, was
killed Monday night. His body, with «nhe
head crushed in and a bullet through the
heart, was found next day. Coburn and

Mrs. Burrows were missing, and a search
for them was started, E

A search of Burrows' house showed
bloody clothing and shoeg in the furnace
? he:\'y cane clogged with blood was also
ound.

Well, It Was a Good Bet at That----$25,000 to $5
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